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REF: WARSAW 2738 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THE DIFFICULTIES WITH WHICH 
THE EMBASSY IS FACED IN THE CHILD CUSTODY CASE IN DISPUTE. 

2. WITH REGARD TO THE EMBASSY'S SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR 
CLARIFICATION ON RESTRICTIONS PLACED UPON THE DISSEMINATION 
OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CHILD, IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED 
THAT THE PRIVACY ACT PERMITS RELEASE OF INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE WELFARE AND WHEREABOUTS OF CHILDREN UNDER THE 
AGE OF EIGHTEEN TO EITHER PARENT REGARDLESS OF CUSTODY. 

3. THE PROPER FORM FOR A DECISION AS TO WHICH PARENT IS 
BETTER SUITED TO HAVE CUSTODY OF A MINOR IS IN A COURT. 

SINCE THE JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES COURT AWARD 
DOES NOT EXTEND ABROAD, FAILING AN AMICABLE SETTLEMENT 
BETWEEN THE PARTIES CONCERNED, THE MATTER IS FOR 
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ADJUDICATION WHERE THE CHILD IS PHYSICALLY LOCATED. VANCE 
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